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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES      [image: image2.wmf]  

You know how the song begins, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow, . . .”  If you are reading this, then know that I praise God for all of you.  The support and offers of help have been both overwhelming and gratifying.  And the results achieved in such a short time are beyond words.  “Wow!”  That’s the only word I could come up with when I got out of my van on Sunday morning and saw what had been done to our playground area.  The call went out last week for volunteers to do the prep work on the playground surface in anticipation of rubber chips being delivered this week.  I understand there were over forty volunteers on Saturday, in the middle of a holiday weekend, who cleaned out the weeds, roots, and old wooden chips.  Those volunteers leveled the ground and laid down weed blocking fabric and identified rotting timbers for future replacement.  This week those rubber chips were delivered, a day early.  The driver of the truck was able to maneuver the trailer around to different positions to spread the piles of chips around the playground to facilitate the next job—distributing and spreading the chips under the equipment.  Almost immediately, people stepped in and started spreading the chips.  The job was done, complete before the next scheduled work time.  The playground is ready for our students to enjoy.  It is safe for our students to use.  It is amazing what God’s people can accomplish when we come together!  If you had any part in transforming our playground, thank you.  If you have taken on new responsibilities here at St. Paul to make our school an example of God’s love and blessings, thank you.  If you have offered a helping hand in any way, thank you.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sat.
Sep.
12
-
MARKET DAY PICK-UP – 8:30-9:30 

-
Worship Service – 6:00


Sun.
Sep.
13
-
Worship Services – 8:15 & 10:45



Sunday School – 9:30 

Wed.
Sep.
16
-
V Girls/Boys VB Home vs. Arlgtn. Hghts.







4:30 & 5:30 

Thurs.
Sep.
17
-
JV VB @ Des Plaines – 4:00 

-
V Girls VB @ Des Plaines – 5:00

-
Boy Scouts Parents Night – 7:00-8:45

Fri.
Sep.
18
-
Cross Country Meets @ Arlgtn. Hghts.







Grades 3-4 – 4:30     Grades 5-8 – 5:00

-
BACK TO SCHOOL DANCE – 7:00-9:00

Sat.
Sep.
19
-
Worship Service – 6:00

MARKET DAY PICK-UP IS TOMORROW – 8:30-9:30 – HELPERS - 8TH GRADE PARENTS & STUDENTS

CHAPEL INFORMATION
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Next Wednesday’s chapel service will be led by representatives of Luther North on the topic “In Conflict and Strife”.  Our 5th graders will serve as helpers for the service.
ATTACHED   .  .  .
September Issue of “Home & School Connection”


.  .  .
Manna Information & Order Form


.  .  .
Back-to-School Dance Flyer 

H1N1 ACTION PLAN   

As you have probably seen on the news or read in the newspapers, the H1N1 flu is spreading like wildfire through college campuses.  It’s just a matter of time before it arrives here at St. Paul.  For that reason, if your child is sent home with a fever, they will not be allowed to return to school until they are fever-free for 24 hours.  Fever reducing medication will not be allowed as a means for returning to school. This is not a new St. Paul policy.  This policy has been in our Handbook all along.  It’s going to be more important than ever to strictly adhere to this policy.  This means that you need to develop a back-up plan in case your child develops a fever and they are sent home.  Plan ahead for childcare.  In the coming days, teachers will be educating students on proper hand washing and the safest way to handle sneezes and coughs (into their elbows).  Older students will be allowed to carry and use hand sanitizers, at the parent’s discretion.  Please help us keep our students and staff safe and well.  If you desire further information, feel free to check out www.flu.gov or cdcinfo@cdc.gov.  Thank you.
NEW STUDENT

We are pleased to welcome MILJANA MARJANOVIC to our 8th Grade Class. Miljana had previously attended St. Paul for sixth grade.  We’re happy to have her back with us!
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Wear your dancing shoes and favorite 50’s, 60’s or 70’s clothes and join your friends in the school gym NEXT FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th, from 7-9 P.M. for our Back-to-School Dance for all grades co-sponsored by the Student Council. Our favorite D.J., Eric, is back, and he’ll play many of your dance favorites from all eras for two hours of fun!  Refreshments will be served to keep you cool and to get those feet moving!  (All parents are asked to stay! Thanks.) Questions? Please call Alison LaValley, PTL President, at (773) 625-4076.

  

HOT LUNCH NEWS

Our hot lunch program began Tuesday.  Parents, please be sure to check for your name on the September menu sent home last week and on all future menus.  You should plan to arrive by 8:45 and finish by 1:30.  For any questions or concerns please call Mrs. Sokniewicz @ (773) 631-3643.  “No shows” will be charged a $25 fee unless prior arrangements have been made.  Thank you to all who volunteered.  See you in the kitchen! 
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The purpose of this program is to promote reading of the various types of literature found in our St. Paul Lutheran School Library.  For September it’s magazines (excluding Sports Illustrated for Kids and American Girl). The item must be checked out from our St. Paul library.  A “Read All About It” form must be completed and turned in to Mrs. Graf by the designated due date in order to be eligible for each month’s drawing.  In lieu of completing the form students may meet requirements set by their classroom teachers for that month.  A list of eligible names must be given to Mrs. Graf by the designated due date.  There will be a drawing for various $5 gift cards for students in Grades 1-4 and 5-8 each month.   Happy Reading!

MEDICAL RECORDS and immunizations need to be updated.  By law we are required to exclude from school those students whose records are not up-to-date by September 30th.  If your child’s appointment is scheduled after September 30th, please notify Mrs. White of the date of the appointment.  Your attention to this matter is necessary.  Some forms already turned in may need additional information and will be returned to parents for completion.  

MEDICATION your child needs to take during the school day is administered through the office. In order to be in compliance with state regulations concerning the administration of medication, we need to have a medication request form on file for any type of medication, including non-prescription meds such as Tylenol, cough syrup, etc.  The medication should be in its original container.  Students will need to come to the office to take their medicine at the times indicated on the form.  It will be self-administered under the supervision of the office staff.  Please stop by the office to fill out the required form when medication is needed.

RAINBOWS PROGRAM 

For those of you unfamiliar with Rainbows, it is a program that provides age-appropriate, community-based grief support programs for children and teens coping with the emotional pain of loss from death, divorce and other family crises.  The programs are guided by trained volunteer facilitators and are provided at no cost to families.  We would like to offer a 12-week session of Rainbows here at St. Paul during the 2009-10 school year and are in need of volunteers to fulfill the role of site coordinator and session facilitators.  If you are nurturing and compassionate; have a love for Christ; possess a caring heart for children; and are available for just one hour per week, please consider volunteering.  Contact the school office @708-867-5044 to volunteer or for more information.  You can also check out the Rainbows website – www.rainbows.org
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ST. PAUL SPIRIT WEAR orders can be placed any time during the school year. Stop by the office to see a catalog of the many items available and pick up an order form.

COMMUNITY ALERT

We have been notified by the 16th District Commander of two recent incidents where attempts were made to lure children into vehicles in the area of Touhy and Harlem.  The boys involved described the vehicle as a green mini-van with grey front and rear bumpers; partial plate of T87????; an insignia with the word “Grand” on the back door; and a bug deflector mounted on the hood.  The van drove up and the lone male asked the boys to get inside.  The boys refused and ran.  No attempt was made to grab them and the van then drove off.  Please go over the list of helpful hints with your children that was attached last week.
AN INVITATION

On Sun., Sep. 20, at 2:00 P.M. Zion Ev. Lutheran Church will be holding “An Organ Concert/Hymn Sing”, commemorating the 100th Anniversary.  The service will feature four organists from the Chicagoland area.  One of them, who some of you may remember, is St. Paul alumnus Andrew Schaeffer.  Andrew is an organ student at St. Olaf in Minnesota. A fellowship hour will follow with refreshments. The church is located at 8600 W. Lawrence Ave. in Norridge.  For more information, please call 708-453-3514.

PRAYER LIST

Please include the following in your prayers this week:  the family of Sean Sokniewicz (8th) whose uncle died Wednesday; the brother of Charlotte (PK-3) Foster who had surgery; the mother of Matthew (PK-3), Alexandria (3rd) and Jessenia (5th) for healing; and the mother of Mrs. Williams, our PreK aide, who is ill.  We pray God’s blessings of peace, comfort and healing for these individuals and their families.  We also pray in thanksgiving that Mr. & Mrs. Johnson had a safe trip both to and from England last weekend.






